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SYSTEMS, METHODS, AND MEDIA FOR
MANAGING AN ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/804,087, filed Mar. 14, 2013, which is hereby
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosed subject matter relates to methods, systems,
and media for managing an entertainment system.

BACKGROUND

Entertainment systems may be used to watch TV, listen to
music, or consume any other suitable type of media content.
Some entertainment systems may include source components
and rendering components. For example, the source compo-
nents may be tuners and various media players that are con-
figured to provide the rendering components with audio and/
or video signals to render. The rendering components, as
another example, may be TV sets, home theater receivers,
amplifiers, and other devices that are configured to produce
sound or video.

Switching between different source components of an
entertainment system may be cumbersome at times. For
example, if a user wants to switch from watching over-the-air
TV to watching a Blu-ray disk, the user may need to execute
multiple commands such as: change an active signal source of
a TV set to a Blu-ray player; turn the Blu-ray player on; and
change the volume of the TV set according to sound levels
output by the Blu-ray player, so that the volume is neither too
loud nor too quiet when the Blu-ray disk starts playing. After-
wards, if the user wants to resume watching TV, he or she may
need to again execute multiple commands that reverse the
effects of the previous commands and cause the TV set to
display over-the-air TV again. However, such commands
may need to be entered by the user manually, via a remote
control, and this may be inconvenient for the user.

Accordingly, the need exists for new systems, methods,
and media for managing an entertainment system.

SUMMARY

Systems, methods, and media for managing an entertain-
ment system are provided. In some implementations, systems
for managing an entertainment system are provided, the sys-
tems comprising: at least one hardware processor configured
to: detect a first instruction; select a component of the enter-
tainment system; determine a first state of the component;
store an indication of the first state; detect a second instruc-
tion; retrieve the indication of the first state; generate a third
instruction based on the indication of'the first state; and trans-
mit the third instruction to the component of the entertain-
ment system.

In some implementations methods for managing an enter-
tainment system are provided, the methods comprising:
detecting a first instruction; selecting a component of the
entertainment system; determining a first state of the compo-
nent using at least one hardware processor; storing an indi-
cation of the first state; detecting a second instruction; retriev-
ing the indication of the first state; generating a third
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instruction based on the indication of the first state; and trans-
mitting the third instruction to the component of the enter-
tainment system.

In some implementations, non-transitory computer-read-
able media containing computer-executable instructions that,
when executed by a processor, cause the processor to perform
amethod for managing an entertainment system are provided,
the method comprising: detecting a first instruction; selecting
a component of the entertainment system; determining a first
state of the component; storing an indication of the first state;
detecting a second instruction; retrieving the indication of the
first state; generating a third instruction based on the indica-
tion of the first state; and transmitting the third instruction to
the component of the entertainment system.

In some implementations, systems for managing an enter-
tainment system are provided, the systems comprising:
means for detecting a first instruction; means for selecting a
component of the entertainment system; means for determin-
ing a first state of the component; means for storing an indi-
cation of the first state; means for detecting a second instruc-
tion; means for retrieving the indication of the first state;
means for generating a third instruction based on the indica-
tion of the first state; and means for transmitting the third
instruction to the component of the entertainment system.

In some implementations of these systems, the means for
detecting the first instruction detects an instruction which,
when executed, causes the component to stop being in the first
state.

In some implementations of these systems, the systems
further comprise means for selecting the component based on
the component being an active signal source for a rendering
component of the entertainment system when the first instruc-
tion is detected.

In some implementations of these systems, the means for
determining a first state of the component: transmits a query
over a communications bus; and receives an indication of a
configuration setting of the component in response to the
query.

In some implementations of these systems, the means for
detecting the second instruction detects an instruction to
return the component to the first state.

In some implementations of these systems, the third
instruction is for restoring a configuration setting of the com-
ponent to a value the configuration setting was set to when the
first instruction was detected.

In some implementations of these systems, the means for
transmitting the third instruction transmits the third instruc-
tion over a communications bus.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be apparent upon consideration of the following
detailed description, taken in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings, in which like reference characters refer to
like parts throughout, and in which:

FIG. 1 is an example of an entertainment system in accor-
dance with some implementations of the disclosed subject
matter;

FIG. 2 is an example of a communications bus connecting
different components of an entertainment system in accor-
dance with some implementations of the disclosed subject
matter;

FIG. 3 is an example of a topology for a communications
bus connecting different components of an entertainment sys-
tem in accordance with some implementations of the dis-
closed subject matter;
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FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an example of hardware for
different entertainment system components in accordance
with some implementations of the disclosed subject matter;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of an example of a process for man-
aging an entertainment system in accordance with some
implementations of the disclosed subject matter; and

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of another example of a process for
managing an entertainment system in accordance with some
implementations of the disclosed subject matter.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In some implementations, mechanisms (which may
include methods, systems, and media) are provided for man-
aging an entertainment system (ES). When a command to
change the state of one or more component(s) of an entertain-
ment system is detected, the mechanisms may record the state
of the component(s) of the entertainment system (ES) and
automatically restore that state at a later time.

For example, consider an example in the context of an
entertainment system that includes a TV set, a DVD player,
and a cable TV set-top box. At an initial point in time, a user
may be watching a television program on the TV via the cable
TV set-top box. In response to a user issuing a command to
watch a movie on the DVD player (e.g., by placing a DVD in
the DVD player), the mechanisms may determine the input
source setting of the TV and the channel setting of the cable
TV set-top box and store that information prior to those
settings being changed as a result of the command and/or
some other function (e.g., such as the cable TV set-top box’s
digital video recorder function). When the user indicates that
the user no longer wants to watch the movie (e.g., by issuing
a command to power-off the DVD player), the mechanisms
may automatically switch the input source setting of the TV
back to the cable TV set-top box and set the channel setting on
the cable TV set-top box back to the channel that was previ-
ously being watched.

FIG. 1 is an example of a diagram of an entertainment
system (ES) 100 in accordance with some implementations of
the disclosed subject matter. As illustrated, entertainment
system 100 may include a rendering ES component 110.
Rendering ES component 110 may be a TV set and it may
include a display screen 111 and a speaker 112. Although
display screen 111 and speaker 112 are depicted as being
integrated in ES component 110, in some implementations
display screen 111 and/or speaker 112 may be external to ES
component 110. Additionally or alternatively, in some imple-
mentations, ES component 110 may include only one (or
none) of screen 111 and speaker 112. Although ES compo-
nent 110 is a TV set in this example, in other examples, ES
component 110 may be any suitable device that is capable of
producing sound and/or video, or a sound and/or a video
signal, such as a stereo amplifier, a home theater receiver, or
a projector.

ES component 110 may include an analog interface 113
and a digital interface 114. Analog interface 113 may include
circuitry and/or one or more ports (external or internal) for
receiving analog video and/or audio signals from source ES
components, such as CD players, DVD players, or TV set-top
boxes. In some implementations, analog interface 113 may
include an analog audio-video (AV) switch. Analog interface
113 may be connected to an ES component 120, which, for
example, may be a videocassette recorder (VCR).

Digital interface 114 may include circuitry for receiving
video and/or audio signals from various source ES compo-
nents. In some implementations, digital interface 114 may
include one or more external or internal input ports. Addition-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

ally or alternatively, in some implementations, digital inter-
face 114 may include a digital AV switch (e.g., an HDMI
switch) for multiplexing a plurality of input ports that are part
of digital interface 114. Digital interface 114 may be a Home
Digital Multimedia Interface (HDMI), a Wireless Home
Digital Interface (WHDI), an HDBaseT interface, a Digital
Interactive Interface for Video and Audio (DiiVA), or any
other suitable type of digital interface for receiving audio
and/or video.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, digital interface 114 may be
coupled to source ES components 130a-d. For example, ES
component 130a may be a tuner that is integrated in rendering
ES component 110. ES component 1305 may be a digital
media player that is external to ES component 110. ES com-
ponent 130¢ may be a digital video recorder (DVR) that is
external to ES component 110. ES component 1304 may be a
home theater personal computer (HTPC) that is external to ES
component 110. Any suitable number and types of source ES
components can be used in some implementations.

Digital interface 114, in some instances, may implement
(at least in part) a communications bus 210 (shown in FIG. 2)
that connects ES components 130a-d to ES component 110.
Communications bus 210 may be a Consumer Electronics
Control (CEC) bus or any other suitable communications bus.
As illustrated in FIG. 3, in some implementations, the topol-
ogy of communications bus 210 may be an inverted tree with
ES component 110 (or an AV switch that is part ES compo-
nent 110) being the tree’s root and ES components 130a-d
being leaf nodes. Each leaf node, for example, may be con-
nected to the root via one of signal paths 310a-d. In some
implementations, communications bus 210 may be imple-
mented as part of an AV interface connecting ES components
130a-d to ES component 110. For example, communications
bus 210 may be a CEC bus which may be physically inte-
grated in AV interfaces, such as HDMI. Alternatively, com-
munications bus 210 may be separate from any AV interface.
As noted above, an AV interface may be any interface for
transmitting or receiving audio and/or video content.

Entertainment system 100 may also include a communica-
tions network 140. Network 140 may be a local area network
(LAN), a wireless network (e.g., a WiFi network, a WiMax
network, etc.), a wide area network (WAN), a mobile tele-
phone network, a mobile data network (e.g., such as a 3G
network or a 4G network), a satellite network, a cable net-
work, a telephone network, the Internet, or any other suitable
network. In some implementations, ES components 1305-d
may be connected to one another via network 140.

In some implementations, rendering ES component 110
may be configured to switch between ES components 120 and
130a-d by using one or more AV switches that are part of AV
interface 113, AV interface 114, and/or additional circuitry
that is part of ES component 110. More particularly, render-
ing component 110 may multiplex source signals received
from ES components 120 and 130a-d to select at least one of
them. The selected source signal may then be propagated to
display screen 111 or speaker 112 for presentation. Source
signals that are not selected may not be propagated for pre-
sentation.

Selecting a signal, in some implementations, may include
selecting an active input port out of a plurality of input ports
(logical or physical) that are part of ES component 110. In
some implementations, ES component 110 may have only
one active input port. Alternatively, in some implementations,
ES component 110 may have multiple active input ports.

In some implementations, any signal received over an
active input port of ES component 110 may be forwarded to at
least one of display screen 111 or speaker 112 for output by
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switching circuitry that is part of ES component 110. Put
differently, in some implementations, when an AV switch, or
other switching circuitry of ES component 110, is configured
to forward a signal received from one of a plurality of input
ports of the switch (or other circuitry) out of an output port of
the switch (or other circuitry) and towards one of a display
screen 111 and/or speaker 112, that port may be considered to
be anactive input port for ES component 110. As noted above,
the port may be either physical or logical.

In some instances, a source ES component that is con-
nected to an active input port of ES component 110 may be
termed to be an active signal source for ES component 110.
For example, when a user of entertainment system 110 is
watching over-the-air TV using ES component 130a, ES
component 130a may be an active input source for ES com-
ponent 110 and the port on ES component 110 to which ES
component 130q is connected (e.g., an internal HDMI port)
may be an active input port. When the user switches from
watching over-the-air TV to watching streamed media con-
tent, ES component 1305 may become an active input source
for ES component 110, whereas ES component 130a may
stop being an active input source for ES component 110.
Similarly, the input port on ES component 110 to which ES
component 1305 is connected may become an active input
port, whereas the port to which ES component 130« is con-
nected may become inactive.

In some implementations, an active input port on ES com-
ponent 110 and/or an active signal source for ES component
110 may be changed via one or more instructions. In some
implementations, the instructions may be directed to ES com-
ponent 110. Additionally or alternatively, the instructions
may be directed to the ES component that is to become an
active signal source (e.g., ES component 1305). The instruc-
tions may be transmitted over at least one of: an infrared (IR)
port; communications bus 210; network 140; and any other
suitable type of channel. By way of example, the instructions
may include a “change source” instruction, which is found on
most TV sets, or instruction or a “power on” instruction. In
some implementations, when ES component 1305 is acti-
vated via a “power on” instruction, ES component 13056 may
transmit one or more other instructions over communications
bus 210 that will cause ES component 110 to select the input
port where ES component 1305 is connected as an active
input port. In some implementations, ES components may
automatically become active signal sources for rendering ES
component 110 when they are powered on.

In some implementations, any of ES components 110, 120,
and 130a-d may execute operating system software (e.g.,
firmware, a multi-tasking operating system, etc.) as well as
additional software applications. For example, ES compo-
nent 1305 may execute an operating system and a software
application for streaming audio and/or video content from an
online source (via network 140). As another example, ES
component 130a may execute firmware for receiving HDTV
signals over the airwaves and decoding the received signals.
Any suitable software may be executed on ES components
110, 120, and 130a-d, in some implementations.

Furthermore, any one of ES components 110, 120, and
130a-d may be associated with a configuration setting. By
way of example, the configuration setting of a respective ES
component may be: a variable; a location in a memory of the
respective ES component (e.g., alocation in RAM, a location
in a solid state drive (SSD), etc.); a field in a table; a data
structure; or any other suitable type of item. In addition, the
configuration setting may have a value. The value of the
configuration setting may be: a bit string; a number; an alpha-
numerical string; or any other suitable type of indication. In
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some implementations, the value of the configuration setting
may be stored on the respective ES component. Additionally
or alternatively, in some implementations, the value of the
configuration setting may determine and/or indicate an aspect
of the operation of the respective ES component. Thus, in
some implementations, changing the value of the configura-
tion setting may cause a state of the respective ES component
to change.

In some implementations, the configuration setting may be
an audio configuration setting and it may determine (or indi-
cate) a characteristic of audio that is output by the respective
ES component. By way of example, audio configuration set-
tings may determine (or indicate) at least one of: a volume
level setting; a bass level setting; a treble level settings, an
audio surround mode (e.g., 5.1, 2.1, stereo); or any other
suitable characteristic of audio that is output by the respective
ES component. Additionally or alternatively, in some imple-
mentations, the configuration setting may be a video configu-
ration setting and it may determine (or indicate) a character-
istic of video that is output by the respective ES component.
By way of example, video configuration settings may deter-
mine (or indicate) at least one of: a brightness level; a contrast
level; a screen refresh rate; a color hue; a color saturation; a
color depth; a screen mode (e.g., dual screen mode, a single
screen mode, or a multi-screen mode); a screen resolution; or
any other suitable characteristic of video that is output by the
respective ES component.

Additionally or alternatively, in some implementations, the
configuration setting may be a channel configuration setting
and it may determine (or indicate) a channel at which a signal
is to be or is being received or output. The channel may be: an
input channel; an output channel; a TV channel; a frequency
spectrum channel; or any other suitable type of channel. The
signal may be: a control signal (e.g., an IR signal generated by
a remote control or HDMI command); a video signal; an
audio signal; or any other suitable type of signal. When the
signal is a control signal, it may be any type of signal that
causes the respective ES component to change states. By way
of'example, channel configuration settings may determine (or
indicate) at least one of: a TV channel that is currently being
played on a TV set; an active input port on the respective ES
component; an output port over which a signal (audio and/or
video signal) is to be or is being transmitted; a port (logical or
physical) over which a control signal is to be or is being
received (e.g., IR input port, a network port, or an HDMI
port); or any other suitable characteristic of a conduit or
channel over which a signal is to be or is being received or
transmitted by the respective ES component.

Additionally or alternatively, in some implementations, the
configuration setting may be a software configuration setting
and it may pertain to the operation of software (e.g., firmware,
operating system software, or application software) that is
executed on the respective ES component. By way of
example, channel configuration settings may determine (or
indicate) at least one of: an application that is currently being
executed by the respective ES component; a screen resolution
used by an application or an operating system; a rate at which
a given process or application is scheduled by a processor of
the respective ES component; whether to perform automatic
updates; or any other suitable software characteristic.

Additionally or alternatively, in some implementations, the
configuration setting may be a power setting. By way of
example, power settings may determine or indicate at least
one of: whether the respective ES component is powered on;
whether the respective ES component is in a power savings
mode; a number of CPU cores that are enabled on the respec-
tive ES component; a backlight brightness level; or any other



US 9,282,371 B2

7

suitable setting related to power consumption. It should be
noted that the configuration settings and categories thereof
are provided as examples only. Any suitable configuration
setting may be used in some implementations.

In some implementations, any of ES components 110, 120,
and 130qa-d may be configured to report the value of at least
one of its configuration settings in response to a query. For
example, the query may be transmitted over a communica-
tions bus, such as communications bus 210. Additionally or
alternatively, the query may be transmitted over a communi-
cations network, such as network 140.

In some implementations, any of ES components 110, 120,
and 130a-d may be configured to receive a control instruction
over communications bus 210. The control instruction, when
executed by the ES component, may cause the ES component
to leave one state and enter another state. The state change
may include: a powering off/on of the ES component; a
change in sound volume; a change in screen resolution; or a
change in any other aspect of the operation of the ES compo-
nent. Specifically, for example, in some implementations, the
control instruction may result in a current value of a configu-
ration setting of the ES component being substituted (e.g.,
overwritten) with a new value. As noted, changing the value
of a configuration setting of an ES component may result in
changing one or more aspects of the operation of the ES
component. Thus, changing the value of a configuration set-
ting of an ES component may be one way to change a state of
that component.

In accordance with some implementations, any suitable
hardware and/or software can be used to implement any one
of the components of entertainment system 100, such as ES
components 110,120, and 1304a-d. As illustrated in F1G. 4, for
example, in some implementations, any of these components
can be implemented with hardware 400, which can include
hardware processor(s) 402, memory 404 communication
interface(s) 406, and communications bus 408. Hardware
processor(s) 402 can be any suitable hardware processor(s),
such as one or more microprocessors, microcontrollers, digi-
tal signal processors, programmable logic devices, field-pro-
grammable gate arrays (FPGAs), application-specific inte-
grated circuits (ASICs), etc., and may include a multi-core
processor (e.g., dual-core, quad-core, hexa-core, or any suit-
able number of cores) or a supercomputer, in some imple-
mentations. Memory 404 may be any volatile or non-volatile
memory (e.g., RAM, a solid state drive (SSD), or a hard disk).
Communications interface(s) 406 can include one or more
communications network adapters and interface(s) 406 can
enable the hardware and/or software to communicate with
other communications networks (e.g., such as the Internet,
wired networks, wireless networks, etc.), other equipment,
and/or any other suitable networks, devices, etc. Communi-
cations bus 408 may include a front side bus (FSP), a com-
puter expansion bus, or any other suitable bus for connecting
to electronic components (e.g., computer components) to
hardware processor(s) 402.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of an example of a process 500 for
controlling the state of an entertainment system inaccordance
with some implementations of the disclosed subject matter.
The entertainment system may be any suitable entertainment
system, such as system 100. Process 500 may be executed by
ES component 1305 or any other suitable component of sys-
tem 100. More particularly, for example, in some implemen-
tations, the steps in process 500 may be executed by hardware
processor(s) that are part of the ES component executing
process 500.

At510, process 500 detects a first instruction relating to an
ES component. The first instruction may be any suitable
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instruction. For example, the first instruction may be an
instruction that, if executed, would cause a source ES com-
ponent to become an active signal source for a rendering ES
component.

In some implementations, in order for the source ES com-
ponent to become an active signal source for the rendering ES
component, the source ES component may need to be pow-
ered on. Additionally or alternatively, in some implementa-
tions, in order for the source ES component to become an
active signal source for the rendering ES component, the
input port on the rendering ES component to which the source
ES component is connected may need to be selected as an
active input port by switching circuitry that is part of the
rendering ES component (e.g., an HDMI switch). Thus, for
example, the first instruction may be a “power on” instruction
and/or a “change input” instruction.

The first instruction may be transmitted to the source ES
component, the rendering ES component, or any other suit-
able component of an entertainment system. In instances
where the first instruction is directed to an entertainment
system component other than the source ES component, the
source ES component may detect the first instruction by
monitoring communications on a communications bus to
which the entertainment system component is coupled.

In some implementations, a detected instruction may be
identified as a first instruction by comparing an identifier for
the detected instruction to a list of one or more first instruc-
tions. The list of one or more first instructions may include
any suitable instructions. For example, the list of one or more
first instructions may include instructions that are expected to
result in a source ES component becoming an active signal
source for a rendering ES component. The list may be stored
in any suitable location, such as a memory of a source ES
component.

At 520, the source ES component selects one or more other
components of the entertainment system. In some implemen-
tations, the other ES component(s) may be selected based on
at least one of: a type of the selected ES component (e.g.,
based on it being a rendering ES component or based on it
being a source ES component); a state of the selected com-
ponent (e.g., based on it being the active signal source for a
given rendering ES component); whether the component is
connected to a communications bus, such as communications
bus 210; and/or any other suitable criterion.

For example, in some implementations, the selected com-
ponents may be identified by transmitting to the rendering ES
component, or to another ES component connected to a com-
munications bus, one or more queries that request identifica-
tion of at least one of: an active signal source for the rendering
ES component; and/or an active input port on the rendering
ES component. In some implementations, the source ES com-
ponent may exchange communications, over a communica-
tions bus, with other components of an entertainment system
in order to identify one or more ES components that meet one
or more of the predefined criteria for selection.

At 530, the source ES component determines a first state of
the selected ES component(s). In some implementations,
determining the first state may include receiving value(s) of
one or more configurations settings of the entertainment sys-
tem component(s). The configuration setting(s) may be:
audio configuration setting(s); video configuration setting(s);
channel configuration setting(s); power configuration
setting(s); software configuration setting(s); or any other suit-
able type of configuration setting(s). As discussed above,
configuration setting(s)’ values may be determined by trans-
mitting queries to the selected ES component(s) over a com-
munications bus. In some implementations, a source ES com-
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ponent may determine the first state in advance of detecting
the first instruction. Additionally or alternatively, in some
implementations, the source ES component may repeatedly
(e.g., periodically) query the ES components selected at step
520 in order to maintain a current record of the first state.

At 540, an indication of the first state is stored in memory.
The memory may be: a volatile memory (e.g., RAM); a non-
volatile memory (e.g., a solid state drive (SSD)), a remote
memory (e.g., a remote storage server); and/or any other
suitable type of memory. In some implementations, storing
the indication in memory may include storing indications of
the value(s) of configuration setting(s) of the selected ES
component(s) that may be received at step 530.

At 550, the first instruction is executed. Any suitable effect
may result upon executing the first instruction. For example,
the source ES component may become the active signal
source for the rendering ES component.

At560, the source component ES detects a second instruc-
tion. The second instruction may to the source ES component,
the rendering ES component, or any other suitable component
of an entertainment system. The second instruction may be
any suitable instruction. For example, the second instruction
may be an instruction that, if executed, would cause the
source ES component to stop being the active signal source
for the rendering ES component. In some implementations, in
order for the source ES component to stop being an active
signal source for the rendering ES component, the source ES
component may need to be powered off. Additionally or
alternatively, in some implementations, in order for the
source ES component to stop being an active signal source for
the rendering ES component, the input port on the rendering
ES component to which the source ES component is con-
nected may need to be set to an inactive state. Accordingly,
and for example, the second instruction may be any instruc-
tion that results, either directly or indirectly, in: the source ES
component being powered off; and/or an active input port on
the rendering ES component being set to an inactive state. The
second instruction may be any instruction being transmitted
to the source ES component, the rendering ES component,
and/or any other suitable component of the entertainment
system.

In instances where the second instruction is directed to an
entertainment system component other than the source ES
component, the source ES component may detect the second
instruction by monitoring communications on a communica-
tions bus.

In some implementations, a detected instruction may be
identified as a second instruction by comparing an identifier
for the detected instruction to a list of one or more second
instructions. The list of one or more second instructions may
include any suitable instructions. For example, the list of one
or more second instructions may include instructions that are
expected to result in a source ES component stopping to be an
active signal source for a rendering ES component. The list
may be stored in any suitable location, such as a memory of
the source ES component.

At 570, the indication of the first state is retrieved from
memory.

At 580, one or more instructions for at least one of the ES
components selected at step 520 are generated. The generated
instructions may be based on the indication of the first state.
The generated instructions may instruct the system compo-
nents to enter a second state. The second state may be a state
that is the same as the first state or a state that is determined
based on the first state.

For example, in some implementations, an instruction may
be generated that sets the value of a configuration setting of
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one of at least one of the ES components selected at step 520
to one of: the value for the same configuration setting that is
received at step 530; and a value that is determined based on
the value for the same configuration setting that is received at
step 530. As noted, the configuration setting may be: an audio
configuration setting; a video configuration setting; a channel
configuration setting; a software configuration setting; a
power configuration setting; or any other suitable type of
configuration setting. Additionally or alternatively, in some
implementations, the generated instruction(s) may cause: a
change in the sound volume of an ES component; a change of
the TV channel to which an ES component is tuned; a change
of'an active input port of an ES component; a change in the
screen resolution of an ES component; or a change of any
other suitable characteristic of the operation of an ES com-
ponent.

At 590, the generated instruction(s) are transmitted to the
one or more selected system components. The transmission
may take place over a communications bus, a network, or any
other suitable channel. For example, in some implementa-
tions, some of the instructions may be transmitted over com-
munications bus 210, whereas others may be transmitted over
network 140.

The first and second instructions, detected at steps 510 and
560, respectively, and the generated instruction(s) may be of
the same type. Alternatively, at least some of the instructions
may be of different types. For example, the first instruction
may be a remote control instruction thatis received over an IR
port, the second instruction may be an HDMI (or CEC)
instruction, and the generated instruction may also be HDMI
(or CEC) instructions. Additionally or alternatively, in some
implementations, the transmission (and/or generation) of the
generated instruction(s) may be triggered by the detection of
the second instruction.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of another example of a process 600
for controlling the state of an entertainment system in accor-
dance with some implementations of the disclosed subject
matter. The entertainment system may be any suitable enter-
tainment system, such as system 100. Process 600 may be
executed by ES component 130q or any other component of
system 100. More particularly, for example, in some imple-
mentations, the steps in process 600 may be executed by
hardware processor(s) that are part of the ES component
executing process 600.

At 610, process 600 detects a first instruction relating to an
ES component. The first instruction may be any suitable one
ormore instructions. For example, the first instruction may be
an instruction that, if executed, would cause a first source ES
component in an entertainment system to enter a first state
while causing a second component of the entertainment sys-
tem to exit a second state. The second ES component may be
a rendering ES component or another source ES component
that is connected to the same rendering ES component as the
first source ES component.

In some implementations, entering a state by an ES com-
ponent may include changing any aspect of the operation of
the ES component, such as: powering on the ES component;
turning up the volume of the ES component; changing the TV
channel to which the ES component is tuned; or starting an
application on the ES component. As another example, exit-
ing a state by an ES component may include changing any
aspect of the operation of the ES component, such as: pow-
ering off the ES component; turning down the volume of the
ES component; changing the TV channel to which the ES
component is tuned; or closing an application on the ES
component.
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More particularly, for example, a first instruction may be
any instruction capable of causing a change in the operation
of both a first source ES component and a second source ES
component. For example, the first instruction may be an
instruction for powering-on the first ES component (e.g., a
“power-on” instruction). Upon receiving the first instruction,
the first ES component may reconfigure an AV switch inside
a rendering ES component (e.g., by transmitting one or more
CEC instructions over a communications bus) to become the
active signal source for the rendering ES component. Subse-
quently, upon having its active signal source changed, the
rendering ES component may power down or otherwise bring
the second source ES component to an idle state. Thus, the
first instruction may be any instruction that, either directly or
indirectly, can cause a change in: a state of the first source ES
component; and a state of the second source ES component.
Furthermore, in some implementations, the first instruction
may be an instruction which when executed would cause the
first source ES component to become an active signal source
for the rendering ES component, while causing the second
source ES component to stop being an active signal source for
the rendering ES component.

The first instruction may be transmitted to the first source
ES component, the rendering ES component, or any other
suitable component of the entertainment system. In instances
where the instruction is directed to an entertainment system
component other than the first source ES component, the first
source ES component may detect the instruction by monitor-
ing communications on a communications bus.

In some implementations, a detected instruction may be
identified as a first instruction by comparing an identifier for
the detected instruction to a list of one or more first instruc-
tions. The list of one or more first instructions may include
any suitable instructions. For example, the list of one or more
first instructions may include instructions that are expected to
result in a change of a state of the first source ES component
and a change of a state of the second source ES component.
The list may be stored in any suitable location, such as a
memory of the first source ES component.

At 620, the second source ES component determines a first
value of a configuration setting of the second ES component.
The configuration setting may be: an audio configuration
setting; a video configuration setting; a channel configuration
setting; a software configuration setting; a power configura-
tion setting; or any other suitable type of configuration set-
ting. In some implementations, the first source ES component
may determine (or refresh) the first value of the configuration
setting in advance of detecting the first instruction. Addition-
ally or alternatively, in some implementations, the first source
ES component may repeatedly (e.g., periodically) query the
second source ES component in order to maintain a current
record of the first value of the configuration setting. At 630,
the first instruction is executed, causing the first source ES
component to enter the first state, while causing the second
source ES component to exit the second state.

At 640, the first source ES component detects a second
instruction which, if executed, would cause the first source ES
component to exit the first state. The second instruction may
be any suitable one or more instructions. For example, the
second instruction may be an instruction that, if executed,
would cause a first source ES component to power-off. The
second instruction may be any instruction that, either directly
or indirectly, can cause a change in a state of the second
source ES component.

The second instruction may be transmitted to the first
source ES component, the rendering ES component, or any
other suitable component of the entertainment system. In

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

instances where the instruction is directed to an entertainment
system component other than the first source ES component,
the first source ES component may detect the instruction by
monitoring communications on a communications bus.

In some implementations, a detected instruction may be
identified as a second instruction by comparing an identifier
for the detected instruction to a list of one or more second
instructions. The list of one or more second instructions may
include any suitable instructions. For example, the list of one
or more second instructions may include instructions that are
expected to result in a change of a state of the first source ES
component. The list may be stored in any suitable location,
such as a memory of the first source ES component or else-
where.

At 650, the first source ES component generates a third
instruction setting the configuration setting (of the second
source ES component) whose first value is determined at step
620 to a second value. The second value may be any suitable
one or more values. In some implementations, the second
value may be determined by the first source ES component
based on the first value. The second value may be either equal
to or different from the first value.

At 660, the third instruction is transmitted by the first
source ES component to the second source ES component. In
some implementations, the third instruction may cause the
second source ES component to return to the second state or
enter a state that is similar to the second state in some aspect.
For example, in some implementations, the third instruction
may be an instruction for powering-on the second source ES
component or changing the channel to which the second
source ES component is tuned.

Additionally or alternatively, in some implementations, the
transmission (or generation) of the third instruction may be
triggered by the detection of the second instruction. In some
instances, the third instruction may be transmitted to the
second source ES component before (or without) the render-
ing ES component being configured to use the second source
ES component as an active input source. In some implemen-
tations, the first source ES component may reconfigure the
second source ES component in preparation for a (uncertain)
contingency that the second source ES component may
become an active input source of the rendering ES compo-
nent.

The third instruction may be transmitted in any suitable
manner. For example, in some implementations, the third
instruction may be transmitted as a radio frequency transmis-
sion, an infrared transmission, etc. As another example, in
some implementations, the third instruction may be transmit-
ted over a communications bus (e.g., a CEC communications
bus), a network (e.g., a LAN), or any other suitable bus. The
third instruction may be a different type of instruction than the
first instruction and/or the second instruction. For example,
the third instruction may be an HDMI instruction, whereas
the first instruction may be an instruction received from a
remote control over an IR port. Alternatively, the first instruc-
tion may be also be an HDMI instruction. Thus, each of the
first instruction, the second instruction, and the third instruc-
tion may be any suitable type of instruction (e.g., an HDMI
instruction or an instruction transmitted over a communica-
tions network).

In some implementations, any suitable computer readable
media can be used for storing instructions for performing the
processes described herein. For example, in some implemen-
tations, computer readable media can be transitory or non-
transitory. For example, non-transitory computer readable
media can include media such as magnetic media (such as
hard disks, floppy disks, etc.), optical media (such as compact
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discs, digital video discs, Blu-ray discs, etc.), semiconductor
media (such as flash memory, electrically programmable read
only memory (EPROM), electrically erasable programmable
read only memory (EEPROM), etc.), any suitable media that
is not fleeting or devoid of any semblance of permanence
during transmission, and/or any suitable tangible media. As
another example, transitory computer readable media can
include signals on networks, in wires, conductors, optical
fibers, circuits, any suitable media that is fleeting and devoid
of'any semblance of permanence during transmission, and/or
any suitable intangible media.

It should be noted that FIGS. 1-6 are provided as examples
only. At least some of the steps of processes 500 and 600 may
be performed in a different order than represented, performed
concurrently, or omitted. Although in the above examples,
rendering ES components are described as ES components
that are capable of producing sound and/or video, in other
examples any ES component that include an AV switch may
be considered a rendering ES component, regardless of
whether that ES component can produce sound or video.
Thus, in some implementations, rendering components need
not include a speaker or a display screen. Although, in the
above examples source ES components include a VCR, a
DVR, a digital media player, a tuner, and an HTPC, in other
examples source ES components may include game consoles,
DVD players, CD players, or any other device that is custom-
arily connected to TV sets, amplifiers, or home theater receiv-
ers to provide the latter with audio and/or video signal for
rendition on a screen or a speaker. Any suitable number of
analog or digital AV switches may be present in rendering
component 110 or entertainment system 100. Any suitable
number of ES components may be connected to any of the AV
switches.

The provision of the examples described herein (as well as
clauses phrased as “such as,” “e.g.”, “including” and the like)
should not be interpreted as limiting the claimed subject
matter to the specific examples; rather, the examples are
intended to illustrate only some of many possible aspects.

Although the invention has been described and illustrated
in the foregoing illustrative implementations, it is understood
that the present disclosed subject matter has been made only
by way of example, and that numerous changes in the details
of implementation of the invention can be made without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention, which is
limited only by the claims which follow. Features of the
disclosed implementations can be combined and rearranged
in various ways.

What is claimed is:
1. A system for managing an entertainment system, com-
prising:
at least one hardware processor configured to:
detect a first instruction;
determine a first state of a component of the entertain-
ment system that specifies at least one configuration
setting other than a power setting;
store an indication of the first state after determining the
first state of the component;
detect a second instruction after detecting the first
instruction;
retrieve the indication of the first state that specifies at
least one configuration setting other than a power
setting when the component is not in the first state;
and
generate a third instruction based on the indication of the
first state after retrieving the indication of the first
state.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one hardware
processor, in detecting the first instruction, detects an instruc-
tion which, when executed, causes the component to stop
being in the first state.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one hardware
processor also selects the component based on the component
being an active signal source for a rendering component of the
entertainment system when the first instruction is detected.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one hardware
processor, in determining the first state:

transmits a query over a communications bus; and

receives an indication of a configuration setting of the

component in response to the query.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one hardware
processor, in detecting the second instruction, detects an
instruction to return the component to the first state.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the third instruction is for
restoring a configuration setting of the component to a value
the configuration setting was set to when the first instruction
was detected.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one hardware
processor transmits the third instruction over a communica-
tions bus.

8. A method for managing an entertainment system, com-
prising:

detecting a first instruction;

determining, using at least one hardware processor, a first

state of a component of the entertainment system that
specifies at least one configuration setting other than a
power setting;

storing an indication of the first state after determining the

first state of the component;

detecting a second instruction after detecting the first

instruction;

retrieving the indication of the first state that specifies at

least one configuration setting other than a power setting

when the component is not in the first state; and
generating a third instruction based on the indication of the

first state after retrieving the indication of the first state.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the detecting the first
instruction comprises detecting an instruction which, when
executed, causes the component to stop being in the first state.

10. The method of claim 8, further comprising selecting the
component based on the component being an active signal
source for a rendering component of the entertainment sys-
tem when the first instruction is detected.

11. The method of claim 8, wherein the determining the
first state comprises:

transmitting a query over a communications bus; and

receiving an indication of a configuration setting of the

component in response to the query.

12. The method of claim 8, wherein the detecting the sec-
ond instruction comprises detecting an instruction to return
the component to the first state.

13. The method of claim 8, wherein the third instruction is
for restoring a configuration setting of the component to a
value the configuration setting was set to when the first
instruction was detected.

14. The method of claim 8, wherein the transmitting the
third instruction comprises transmitting the third instruction
over a communications bus.

15. A non-transitory computer-readable medium contain-
ing computer-executable instructions that, when executed by
a processor, cause the processor to perform a method for
managing an entertainment system, the method comprising:

detecting a first instruction;
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determining a first state of a component of the entertain-
ment system that specifies at least one configuration
setting other than a power setting;
storing an indication of the first state after determining the
first state of the component;
detecting a second instruction after detecting the first
instruction;
retrieving the indication of the first state that specifies at
least one configuration setting other than a power setting
when the component is not in the first state; and
generating a third instruction based on the indication of the
first state after retrieving the indication of the first state.
16. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 15, wherein the detecting the first instruction comprises
detecting an instruction which, when executed, causes the
component to stop being in the first state.
17. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 15, wherein the method further comprises selecting the
component based on the component being an active signal
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source for a rendering component of the entertainment sys-
tem when the first instruction is detected.

18. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 15, wherein the determining the first state comprises:

transmitting a query over a communications bus; and

receiving an indication of a configuration setting of the
component in response to the query.

19. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 15, wherein the detecting the second instruction com-
prises detecting an instruction to return the component to the
first state.

20. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 15, wherein the third instruction is for restoring a con-
figuration setting of the component to a value the configura-
tion setting was set to when the first instruction was detected.

21. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 15, wherein the transmitting the third instruction com-
prises transmitting the third instruction over a communica-
tions bus.



